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E N VIRONMENTAL LAW SCHOLAR FROM M I C HIGAN local
TO DISCUSS LAND USE REGULATION, ENERGY
M I S S O U L A —
Joseph Sax, p r ofessor of environmental law at the University of Michigan Law School, 
will discuss "Environmental Law and Related Problems" at 9 a.m. Thursday, March 3, at the 
University o f  Montana School of Law. In the free public program, Sax will focus on areas 
of land use regulation and energy development.
Sax, a leading scholar in the field of environmental law, is the author of countless 
books and articles, including "Defending the Environment: A  Strategy for Citizen Action"; 
"Taking, Private Property and Public Right"; "Taking and the Police Power"; and "The Public 
Trust Doctrine in Natural Resources Law: Effective Judicial Intervention."
S a x’s thesis that citizens be p e rmitted to challenge industrial pollution and governmental 
inaction in the courts was developed in legislation introduced in the United States Senate 
by Sen. George McGovern of South Dakota and Sen. Philip A. Hart of Michigan and in the 
House of Representatives by Rep. Morris K. Udall o f  Arizona.
In an introduction to Sax's book "Defending the Environment," McGovern wrote in 1971:
"In this remarkable book Professor Sax has touched on the mood of powerlessness, but has 
offered the alternatives o f  hope, vitality, and a brilliant proposal for tipping the balance 
of power toward the individual citizen in his efforts to save the environment."
Professor Sax graduated from Harvard University in 1957 and received his law degree 
from the University o f  Chicago in 1959. He has been on the law faculty at the University 
of Michigan since 1966.
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Previously, he was a p r ofessor of law at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Colorado, and was a 
visiting p rofessor at the U n i versity of C a l ifornia at Berkeley in 1965-66. Besides his 
work on environmental law and land use planning, he has wor k e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  in the field 
of w ater law.
Sax is en route to a Conference on the Conflict Between Public and Private Rights 
at Lewis $ Clark College, Portland, Ore., M a r c h  3-5. His visit in M i s s o u l a  is sponsored 
by the Speakers' Committee of the Student Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  the School of Law and by 
"Bridge the Gap," a legal education p r o g r a m  funded by a grant from the Law Student 
Division of the American Bar A s sociation and m a t c h i n g  funds pr o v i d e d  by Dean Robert E. 
Sullivan of the UM School of Law.
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